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Current Statement for the Press and the Public

Eva Maria Michelmann is free — Ahmet Polad must be
released now

After 152 days in detention: Eva’s release is a victory won through solidarity. At the same time,
the UN Human Rights Council documents torture, incommunicado detention and enforced
disappearance within Syria’s new security apparatus.

e Eva Maria Michelmann has been free and back in Germany since 19 June 2026.

e Ahmet Polad has remained in the custody of the Syrian al-Sharaa regime since his abduction on 18/19
January.

e His release, an independent investigation, preservation of evidence and accountability must follow now.

As legal representatives of Eva Maria Michelmann, Mehmet Nizam Aslan — known professionally as

Ahmet Polad — and their respective families, we state as follows:

On the morning of 19 June 2026, Eva Maria Michelmann was able to leave the prison in Damascus.
Accompanied by a representative of the German Embassy, she flew to Amman, where she was met by family
members and friends, and travelled on to Berlin the same day.

She is doing as well as can be expected under the circumstances. This cautious wording is not an all-clear
as to the physical and psychological consequences of her detention.

In due course, Eva will speak for herself about her abduction, the conditions of her detention and her
detention in violation of international law by Syria’s Salafist, dictatorial transitional government.

Her release does not close the case.

Solidarity works — political accountability and full disclosure are still outstanding

Eva’s release is a victory for solidarity. Families, friends, journalists, human rights and professional
organisations, political parties, elected representatives and international solidarity initiatives kept the case in the
public eye for months and forced those responsible to acknowledge the detention and ultimately release Eva.

Although media reports indicate that staff of Germany’s foreign intelligence service, the BND, may have
visited Eva Maria Michelmann shortly after her detention, this did not lead to her release. Only the
investigations of journalists, friends, family members, law firms and sources in North and East Syria/Rojava
succeeded in securing a visit by a representative of the German Embassy to Eva in a Damascus prison on 23
April 2026. Regular consular assistance and unrestricted access were then denied for more than five weeks.

The press conference on 29 May 2026 and the ensuing international media coverage significantly increased
public pressure. From 2 June onwards, further visits and telephone calls with relatives became possible. Once
the Syrian government had promised to release Eva and allow her to leave voluntarily for Germany, no further
public statements were made, so as not to jeopardise her release.

We thank the staff of the Federal Foreign Office and the German Embassies in Damascus and Beirut,
who worked persistently for Eva’s release during the decisive phase. At the same time, our sharp criticism
of the political handling of the case remains fully in place. The suspicion is inescapable that the Federal
Government and the Federal Foreign Office refrained from forceful political intervention because they did not
wish to antagonise the dictatorial al-Sharaa regime or jeopardise political, economic and deportation-policy
interests in maintaining good relations with Damascus.

Meister & Partner Attorneys-at-Law | evamichelmann-ahmetpolad.de | Page 1


https://evamichelmann-ahmetpolad.de/
https://evamichelmann-ahmetpolad.de/pressekonferenz-wo-ist-eva/
mailto:RAeMeisterpp@t-online.de

CURRENT STATEMENT FOR THE PRESS AND THE PUBLIC | 21 JUNE 2026
It must be examined whether, and if so which, German authorities became complicit, through active
conduct or culpable failure to act, in concealing or obscuring the detention, in prolonging the
incommunicado conditions, or in accepting an acute danger to Eva’s and Ahmet’s lives and physical
integrity. In particular, it must be disclosed which authority knew what, and when, about the arrests, places of
detention and indications of torture and ill-treatment; which protective measures were possible and required; and
why they were not taken.

Solidarity works. This pressure must not end now. It must be directed towards securing Ahmet Polad’s freedom
and protecting all those who remain abducted. The international, professional and parliamentary appeals
demonstrate the breadth of this solidarity.

No charges, no evidence, no court — the belated statement conceals the detention

The statement issued by the Syrian Foreign Ministry on 20 June does not exonerate those responsible. It
identifies no specific act, contains no indictment, gives no case number, names no competent court and
presents no verifiable evidence. Even the supposedly “high-ranking PKK member” allegedly arrested with Eva is
not named. It remains unclear whom the statement is referring to.

Eva and Ahmet were lawfully present in Raqqga as journalists, with DAANES authorisation and under
YRA protection. In 2017, during the Battle of Raqqa, the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF; Kurdish: QSD)
liberated the city from the fascist “Islamic State”; on 18 January 2026, Raqga was not under the control of the
Syrian transitional government. Eva and Ahmet were documenting attacks in violation of international law by the
troops and allied Islamist militias of the Salafist transitional government against the democratic self-
administration. Their journalistic status and professional credentials were documented; they carried a camera
and identification documents, and their equipment was confiscated when they were arrested.

The claim that consular visits and medical examinations were generously facilitated is outrageous. Until
30 April 2026, the Syrian regime had officially denied even knowing Eva’s and Ahmet’s whereabouts, although a
visit had already taken place on 23 April. That visit itself was secured only under massive international pressure.
The next visit, on 2 June, was likewise granted only after strong public protests. A politically negotiated
departure “in the interests of bilateral relations” does not make the detention lawful — it reveals that the
authorities treated freedom as a matter of political discretion.

A person’s freedom is not a diplomatic gift. A later release does not cure secret detention, isolation,
detention under conditions of torture, or the denial of legal representation and independent oversight.

Ahmet Polad is a journalist — and remains in detention under conditions of torture

Ahmet Polad, whose legal name is Mehmet Nizam Aslan, is a Kurdish journalist and Turkish citizen.
Since 2016, he has worked as a reporter, author, presenter and programme producer for the ETHA news
agency and Ozgiir TV, published with Kurdistana Azad, and been a member of Yekitiya Ragihandina Azad (YRA
— the Free Media Association in North and East Syria). His biography and professional record as a journalist are
publicly documented.®®

Shortly before his abduction, Ahmet sent his last known voice message from the besieged youth centre
in Raqqa:

“They are surrounding us. They are already on the floor below. We are trying to buy time.”
Ahmet Polad’s last known voice message from Raqqa

The Syrian government is how retrospectively casting Ahmet Polad as the alleged “high-ranking PKK
member”, without naming him at all and without presenting a single piece of evidence. In fact, Ahmet
Polad is a journalist. Since his abduction on 18/19 January 2026, the Syrian al-Sharaa regime has held him in
continuing incommunicado detention. There are reports that he has been tortured, seriously injured and is in an
alarmingly poor state of health. Until his family, lawyers, independent doctors and the International Committee of
the Red Cross are granted access, an acute danger to his life and physical integrity cannot be ruled out.

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has described Ahmet’s situation as an ongoing enforced
disappearance and the Syrian government’s lack of transparency as unacceptable. CPJ calls for
clarification of his legal status, protection, and access to his family and legal counsel.®
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In the assessment of the family and their legal representatives, the close cooperation between Turkey’s
Erdogan regime and the Syrian transitional government creates a risk that Ahmet will be extradited to
Turkey. Such an extradition could expose him to further detention and torture and must be ruled out.

We demand:

e the immediate and unconditional release of Ahmet Polad;

e the immediate disclosure of his place of detention, state of health and legal status;
e unrestricted access for his family, independent lawyers, doctors and the ICRC;

[ ]

a binding assurance that Ahmet will neither be extradited nor otherwise transferred to Turkey or any other third
country;
e the preservation of all detention, transport, interrogation and medical-treatment records.

The trail does not lead into the fog of war, but through a state detention chain

Eva and Ahmet were abducted from a civilian refuge. On 18 January, they were reporting from a municipal
youth centre next to Bustan Park in Raqga, where numerous civilians had sought shelter. The chronology and
the crime-scene and OSINT documentation document public markings identifying the youth centre as a target,
militia mobilisation, appeals to the Ministry of the Interior and Internal Security, and the later presence of state
forces and vehicles at the building.

Witnesses described Eva and Ahmet being separated from the others and taken away by Syrian security
forces. Subsequent accounts by released detainees led to the Aleppo detention apparatus and reported
Ahmet’s injuries, hunger, isolation and abuse. The witness and detention trail leads from the joint seizure in
Ragqga into Aleppo’s security and detention apparatus. Eva was later transferred to Damascus. Ahmet'’s current
place of detention has still not been independently confirmed.

A central line of inquiry concerns Colonel Mohammed Abdul Ghani. Witness statements place him at the
site of the seizure in Raqga; at the same time, he headed Internal Security in Aleppo. The Abdul Ghani and
Aleppo ftrail links the crime scene, the responsible authority, a possible commander and the subsequent
detention chain. It must be independently investigated.

The UN report exposes the system behind the case

In March 2026, the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
presented the Human Rights Council with a devastating picture of the new security apparatus. Former
HTS and allied armed factions were largely absorbed into the army and Internal Security without individual
human-rights vetting; membership structures and chains of command remained partly intact.®

arbitrary arrests without warrants, stated reasons, appearance before a judge or access to legal counsel;

torture and ill-treatment in 18 official and 12 improvised detention facilities, including in Aleppo;

electric shocks, beatings, mock executions, sexual violence and degrading treatment;

incommunicado detention lasting from days to a year;

detention denied by state authorities and enforced disappearance;

coerced signatures, filmed exculpatory statements and deaths in custody.

ACCORD and the Rojava Information Center document the January offensive, during which Eva and
Ahmet were abducted, as part of a major pattern of violence. RIC recorded more than 244 arbitrary arrests
and at least 47 summary executions; ACCORD compiles sources on killings, torture, enforced disappearance
and possible war crimes or crimes against humanity. =

Reports of electric shocks and other methods of torture concern the detention system in which Eva,
Ahmet and other detainees were held. Which specific acts were inflicted on whom is a matter for protected
medical, legal and criminal investigation. This necessary precision must not be used to minimise the
documented system of torture.

Eva’s release does not exonerate the regime. It is an exception achieved under intense international pressure
within a continuing system of abduction, torture and state impunity. The background documentation compiles the
reliable sources.
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The legal issues are unlawful deprivation of liberty, enforced disappearance, torture
and possible crimes against humanity

The matters requiring investigation include, in particular, arbitrary deprivation of liberty, enforced
disappearance, torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, violations of freedom of the
press and information, denial of legal representation and judicial oversight, violations of consular rights,
and breaches of international humanitarian law. If these acts formed part of a widespread or systematic
attack against a civilian population, they must be examined as possible crimes against humanity.

The following evidence must be secured immediately: operational and radio logs from 18/19 January;
vehicle and transport lists; detention and intake registers from Raqqa, Aleppo and Damascus;
interrogation records and video recordings; medical records; transfer orders; and communications
between Internal Security, the Ministries of the Interior, Foreign Affairs and Information, and the
government leadership.

The conduct of German state authorities and services is also being examined under legal and criminal
law standards. It must be investigated whether, and if so which, authorities became complicit — through aiding
and abetting, culpable failure to act or other contributions — in concealing and obscuring the detention, in its
continuation under incommunicado conditions, or in accepting a concrete danger to life and physical integrity.
Political self-exoneration is out of the question before this review has been completed.

No normalisation and no deportations that disregard this system of torture and
abduction

While the United Nations documents torture, incommunicado detention and enforced disappearance, the
dictatorial al-Sharaa regime — cloaked in Islamist ideology and rooted in HTS/al-Qaeda structures — is
being upgraded diplomatically, economically and as a security partner. The documentation of
normalisation despite abduction shows how political recognition, sanctions relief, investment, reconstruction and
financial relations are being advanced in parallel with continuing repression.

Upgrading such an apparatus of torture and abduction does not create stability. It expands the room for
manoeuvre of an apparatus that cuts people off from the outside world and retrospectively recasts criticism as a
security threat.

This case is concrete evidence against any claim that, under current conditions, Syria is a safe country
for deportations. A state whose security organs make people disappear, deny independent legal protection and
operate detention facilities in which torture is documented offers no credible guarantee of return in compliance
with human rights.

We demand:

freedom for Ahmet Polad and all those arbitrarily detained;

disclosure of all places of detention and detainee registers;

independent access to all detention facilities;

protection for journalists, human rights defenders and minorities;

an independent investigation of torture and enforced disappearance;

suspension of officials against whom there are specific grounds for suspicion, and criminal prosecution;
human-rights conditions on political, economic, financial and security cooperation.

Voices of the families

“I am immensely relieved that my sister is now free. This was only possible because of the tremendous
solidarity shown to Eva and Ahmet and to both our families. It is now high time for Ahmet to be released as
well.”

Dr Antonius Michelmann, brother of Eva Maria Michelmann
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“I very much hope that the families of the other abducted people will soon no longer have to endure
sleepless nights. Now that | have my daughter back, | want nothing more than for Ahmet and the others who
have been abducted to be released as well.”
Rotraut Hake-Michelmann, mother of Eva Maria Michelmann

“We were overjoyed by Eva’s release. We hope that Ahmet and the other prisoners will also regain their
freedom.”
Kudret and Adil Aslan, parents of Mehmet Nizam Aslan, known professionally as Ahmet Polad

Further statements

“The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) is relieved that German journalist Eva Maria Michelmann has
been released from detention in Syria and has safely returned to Germany. Syrian authorities must
immediately release her colleague, Kurdish-Turkish journalist Ahmet Polad, who was arrested with
Michelmann on 18 January.”

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)

“We, Yekitiya Ragihandina Azad (YRA), warmly welcome and celebrate the release of our colleague Eva
Maria Michelmann and hope that our colleague Ahmet Polad (Mehmet Nizam Aslan) will be released as
soon as possible.”

Idris Henan, Co-Chair of the Free Media Association in North and East Syria (YRA)

Eva is free. Ahmet is not.

The trail is visible. The institutions can be named. Those responsible must not be allowed to
disappear behind the shield of political normalisation.

Freedom for Ahmet Polad.
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10 key sources for newsrooms

This selection prioritises authoritative UN findings, independent country and conflict research, reliable case-
specific agency and professional-association sources, and the primary documentation of the families and their
legal representatives. All titles are clickable.

1. UN Commission of Inquiry on Syria, Report AIHRC/61/62, 12 March 2026 — Authoritative on arbitrary detention, torture,
electric shocks, incommunicado detention, enforced disappearance and deaths in custody.

2. ACCORD, Response to an Information Request on the January Offensive, 3 April 2026 — German-language country
research on Aleppo, Kobane and Raqga, and on possible war crimes and crimes against humanity.

3. Rojava Information Center, The Assault on North & East Syria, May 2026 — Documents more than 244 arbitrary arrests, at
least 47 summary executions, torture and gender-based violence.

4. Syrians for Truth and Justice, Submission to the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, 7 April 2026 — Documents continuing
torture and ill-treatment and the absence of effective countermeasures.

5. Committee to Protect Journalists, CPJ demands transparency, 27 April 2026 — Describes Ahmet's situation as an ongoing
enforced disappearance and calls for legal clarity, safety and access.

6. International Federation of Journalists, Syria: German and Turkish journalists missing in Ragqa, 13 March 2026 —
International professional-association source on the identity, whereabouts and protection of both journalists.

7. German Journalists’ Association, Full commitment demanded from the Federal Foreign Office, 22 April 2026 — Key
German professional-association position against detention without charges.

8. Associated Press, Syrian government confirms detention of missing German journalist, 30 April 2026 — Independent
agency source confirming the detention and the absence of specifically identified charges.

9. WDR, Eva Maria Michelmann, held in Syria, is free, 19 June 2026 — Current German source on the release, indications of
detention and torture, and public pressure.

10. Freedom for Eva & Ahmet — Information page of the families and their legal representatives — Compiles biographies,
chronology, crime-scene OSINT, detention trails, the Abdul Ghani trail, press reports and solidarity statements.

Direct case documentation and quick links for newsrooms
Homepage | Eva & Ahmet | Chronology | Background | Crime Scene/OSINT | Detention Trail | Abdul Ghani | Appeals

Press contact
Attorney Roland M. Meister

Meister & Partner Attorneys-at-Law | IndustriestraRe 31, 45899 Gelsenkirchen Telephone: 0209 / 35 97 67 O |
Fax: 0209 /35 97 67 9

RAeMeisterpp@t-online.de | evamichelmann-ahmetpolad.de
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